
Orkney Field Club: Pre-AGM Reports, February 2011

The 2011 OFC Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 10th March at 7.30pm in the 
St Magnus Centre. It should be as much a social as a formal occasion, and it’s always good to 
see  as  many  as  possible  of  the  membership  on  these  occasions:  in  particular,  the  new 
Committee will soon thereafter be planning the summer and autumn programme, so your ideas 
for activities would be welcome.  Below are the annual reports and statement of accounts.

Chairman’s Report                                                                                                Roger Davies

Once again I should like to begin this Report with thanks to my Committee colleagues for their 
time, energy and expertise. Meetings are a pleasure and thoughtfully productive; and between 
times invaluable support and advice is to be had. If the Club is a success, it is very much a joint 
effort. 

Perhaps the central  event  of the year  is  the publication of the annual Bulletin,  the  Orkney  
Naturalist.  We were determined to  get  the  Bulletin  out  early this  year,  and indeed it  was 
published in May. I felt we achieved a good mix of content, with general articles ranging from 
the erudite  to the moving,  which I  hope will  have enthused readers  in  their  own study of 
nature;  and  there  was  a  good  range  of  annual  Reports  from  Recorders  for  the  various 
taxonomic groups. The use of colour was effective and the cost well within our budget. As in 
2009,  we succeeded  in  selling  a  number  of  additional  copies  through local  booksellers,  a 
welcome  source  of  income  as  well  as  telling  a  wider  public  what  we  do.  The  signs  are 
encouraging for a successful, prompt and interesting Bulletin in 2011 too!

At the start of the Committee’s year in April, we set ourselves a “wish list” for the year which 
included the following:

1. A campaign to encourage recording; and 

2. A list of target species for recording to be published.

3. Running more courses 

4. Stronger links with and support for WEX.

5. More winter activities and workshops.

6. Bibliography of all articles pertaining to natural history in Orkney.

It is possible to recognise some progress towards these:

Recording, and “target species”: we decided to identify at appropriate times of the year certain 
species which we would encourage the public to report; the twin aims were to raise public 
awareness of the value of recording across the range of biodiversity,  and indeed to gather 
useful information. An initial focus on Philoscia muscorum, the Common Striped Woodlouse, 
did not get the press attention we had hoped – although meanwhile I do gather that another 
woodlouse has been added to the Orkney list! Looking forward we intend over the next year or 
so to encourage folk to report the Black Darter, the Giant Puffball, and the Common Toad. To 
support recording, early in 2010 we put a number of definitive Species Lists for Orkney onto 
the Club’s website – there are now eleven taxonomic groups there, but obviously there is more 
to be done, a target for 2011! It is also pleasing to note that the list of Recorders for the full  
range of taxonomic groups is virtually complete – is anyone interested in myriapods? 



Courses: sadly there were not the numbers for a projected Spiders course, but we did manage 
introductions to Fungi and Bryophytes as well as further Lichen sessions. More are planned for 
2011.

WEX (RSPB Wildlife Explorers): the group has enjoyed a successful programme; the Field 
Club has promised £100 financial support.

Winter  workshops:  the first  week of  October  saw a considerable  focus  on Fungi:  and the 
Lichen Group met in November and January, with another outing due on Sunday, 13th March.

Bibliography: no progress. 

During the year the Committee met six times. Concerns about the environmental aspects of a 
wide range of developments have occupied some of our time in every meeting; it is good to 
have the opportunity to contribute although what impact we had is difficult to measure. One 
frustration is that sometimes potential developers seem unaware of the range of expertise the 
Club can offer,  and equally seem not  to  know of  the information  available  at  the Orkney 
Biodiversity Records Centre at the Library.  However, during the year  we commented on a 
range of issues including the de-ballasting of oil tankers in Scapa Flow, groundworks relating 
to marine energy near Billia Croo, the extension of the port at Lyness, and the response to 
stoats.  At the time of writing we are working on responses on Papdale Woods and on the 
proposed wave energy array off Marwick Head.

We remain the proud owners of a plot of land in Orphir, generously left to the Club by the late 
Thomas Wilson.  Work has taken place  during the year  to  keep the salmonberry in  check, 
although additional hands for working parties would be most welcome! Our more established 
Durkadale plantation remains in good shape, a great tribute to the farsightedness of those who 
established it almost thirty years ago.

The 2010 Club Nights maintained a good variety, with three accounts of members’ travels and 
some wonderful photography, a reprise of the successful “Ask the Experts” format and two 
contributions in the autumn from academic colleagues. Press releases covering the majority of 
these are available on the Club’s website, and further information is given in Dick Matson’s 
Report below.

In closing this part of the pre-AGM Reports I would like to send good wishes to all Field Club 
members.  We  would  be  delighted  to  see  you  at  the  AGM,  and  always  welcome  your 
suggestions for the future. 

Secretary’s Reports                                                                                                Dick Matson

1: The 2010 OFC Walks Programme

Here is a brief summary of our outdoor events in 2010.  We hope enough detail  has been 
included  for  members  to  judge  whether  the  events  were  worthwhile  and  to  suggest  how 
improvements can be made to the programme in the future.
   
Not the best of starts to the year was the cancellation of the New Year Ramble.  A County-
wide covering of ice and lying snow meant that it was risky to venture out on foot let alone by 
car!



Fortunately the weather had taken a turn for the better by 28th February, the date of the 2010 
Bird Race.  Nevertheless the chilly wind and the effects of the earlier freeze-up meant that 
participants had to work hard to find some species. A de-brief in the comfortable surroundings 
of the Lynnfield Hotel followed and a bar meal for those who stayed on. The winning team 
listed 88 species and the overall  total  for all  teams was 107. The good finds were Green-
winged Teal, Great Crested Grebe and Tree Sparrow.  

Lichen Group meetings – 7th March (Ring of Brodgar), 2nd May (Smoogro), 19th 

September (Sanday), 3rd October (Berriedale) and 7th November (the stone circles again).

The OFC Lichen Group met five times during the year to tackle the challenges of identifying 
lichens, in a variety of settings, taking in habitats ranging from stone and woodland to 
moorland. Our total species count for 2010 was 61, including two riverside species new to 
Orkney spotted by the Chairman and his son on a separate November visit to Durkadale. Some 
twenty members took part on one occasion or another, with skills and confidence developing 
all the time; beginners are always welcome, as the pattern is to begin with a short introduction, 
intended to make the new vocabulary somewhat less intimidating!

Durkadale Picnic, 11th April.  See report below.

A  small  party  of  members  gathered  at  Marwick  Bay  on  18th April for Bag  the  Bruck. 
Fortunately there had been few westerly gales in the winter months so that we were able to 
make a good job of clearing the relatively small amount of debris from the beach.

As usual there was a good turn-out for the Harrier Sky-dancing event in the Rendall hills on 
the  24th April.   Members  from OFC and the RSPB Local Group enjoyed the considerable 
Harrier activity.

The main purpose of the OFC walk on 30th May was to look at the Wildflower Habitat from 
Yesnaby to Black Craig.   Fears had been voiced that  reduced grazing had allowed rank 
vegetation to swamp the wildflowers of the area.  A little deterioration was noted and some 
thought  that  the  reduction  in  the  rabbit  population  through  disease  might  have  been  a 
contributory cause.  Nevertheless members were able to enjoy the early summer wildflowers 
which were still abundant in places. The highlight of the day for members close to the-cliff 
edge at the time was the sight of 2 Risso’s Dolphins close inshore heading north.  It was also  
rewarding to observe Arctic Skuas engaging in breeding activity in their traditional areas.

On 13th June members met at Blows Moss, South Ronaldsay for a Getting to Know Orkney’s 
Wildflowers event.  Under the guidance of John Crossley they studied the abundant wetland 
plants and received instruction in the use of botanical keys for plant identification.
  
The event planned for  20th June was Plants at the Margin  under the guidance of Prof Bob 
Crawford – a look at  how the plants of Berriedale and the North Hoy hills  survive in the 
marginal conditions.   Unfortunately the forecast of low cloud and drizzle was correct and the 
event was cancelled.  We hope to run the event this summer.

There was a good turn-out for The Wildflowers and Birds of Egilsay on 3rd July.  As usual 
the wetland wildflowers were absolutely stunning.  However the hoped-for wading birds had 
fledged their young a couple of weeks earlier and left the wetland breeding area.  Two records 
of note were Twite collecting nest material near the school and a patch of Brooklime in the 
ditch running down to the ferry.



The event programmed for 18th July was The Dragonflies and Butterflies of North Hoy, but 
once again the weather intervened and it was cancelled.  However 2 members were up early the 
next day,  checked the forecast, found it suitable and set off for Moaness.  They must have 
found favour with the Gods, for during the course of the day they discovered a damselfly and a 
moth species previously unrecorded in Orkney and found juvenile Coal Tits, indicating that the 
birds had bred in Orkney for the first time on record.

On  23rd  July  members  headed  to  South  Ronaldsay  for  our  look  at Dragonflies  and 
Butterflies of the Joined-up Isles.  A search of pools on the Hoxa peninsula revealed Blue-
tailed Damsels and Black Darter Dragonflies.   At Rinibar Quarry were 4 butterfly species: 
Common Blue, Red Admiral, Meadow Brown and Large White. The next area to be explored 
was around the Tomb of the Eagles where the pools are very much under-recorded. The only 
species found was the Blue-tailed Damsel. There were small numbers in the pools south of 
Gairy Hill but in the pools of the Sound Loch/South Liddel Loch complex the species was 
prolific with a minimum of 78 recorded.  Common Blue butterflies were also noted in the 
heathy areas and a single Large Heath was found south of Gairy Hill.  On the return north 6 
Blue-tailed  Damsels  were  found at  the  Brookfield  pool  in  Rendall.   The  total  absence  of 
specimens  of  the  Large  Red  Damsel  anywhere  during  the  day  was  surprising  but  it  was 
concluded that the species had emerged early in 2010 and that the flight period was almost 
over.
          
As usual the Families Moth Day on 8th August was organised (very successfully) by Sydney 
Gauld.  The  event  was  held near  areas  of  wet  and  dry  heathland  at  Muckle  Ocklester  in 
Tankerness.   The  catch  of  the  moths  in  the  traps  set  overnight  was  tremendous  although 
unfortunately not many OFC members were there to enjoy them!  The highlight of the day was 
a specimen of the unusual Pinion-streaked Snout which is something of an enigma as its egg 
and larval stages have never been found in the wild.   

Members gathered at Herston, South Ronaldsay, on  15th August  for a look at  Bumblebees, 
Butterflies and Wildflowers under the guidance of John Crossley, later moving on to John’s 
farm at North Flaws.  The measure of the event’s success was that they found every species of 
bumblebee to be found in Orkney (bar one rarity) and also managed to photograph a rarely 
recorded event, the mating of Great Yellow Bumblebees.

There  was  an  excellent  turn-out  at  the  Hobbister  RSPB Reserve  for  An Introduction  to 
Mosses on 5th September run by Rosemary McCance and John Crossley. Members used the 
recently  published Field  Guide  to  Bryophytes  to  help identify some of  the more  common 
species  then moved on to moorland to examine Sphagnum species.   Both participants  and 
leaders found it enjoyable but challenging!    

Members spent a very satisfying few hours on 25th September Salmonberry Bashing at the 
Thomas Wilson Plot owned by the  Club in  Orphir.   Although most  of  the  canes  of  this 
invasive plant were cleared, further efforts will be needed to remove the rest and to eliminate 
suckers.

The  Club’s  annual  Berriedale  Picnic  was  held  on  3rd October,  the  walk  starting  from 
Rackwick then up the glen to Berriedale and back to Moaness via Sandy Loch and Hoy Lodge 
Plantation.  In Fuchsia at the start of the track to Moorfea was a Lesser Whitethroat and in a 
nearby wooded  garden  were  Bramblings,  Siskins  and  Crossbills.   In  Berriedale  were  30+ 
Siskins and 2 Redpolls, and some fungi were in evidence.  As members approached the Hoy 
Lodge Plantation a flock of 80 + Siskins were observed feeding on plant seeds. The final treat 
of the day was a flock of 10 Bramblings in the gardens of Burra House at Moaness.           



The Fungal Foray organised by Julian Branscombe on 9th October was attended by over 20 
folk. The group started in Binscarth Woods looking at woodland species and then moved on to 
Finstown Cemetery to search for grassland species such as Waxcaps.  Twenty-three woodland 
species and 14 grassland species were found and thanks to the course run by fungi expert, Liz 
Holden  a  few days  earlier,  most  were  identified.  Highlights  of  the  day  were  the  delicate 
Porcelain Fungus found on dead wood and the very striking Shaggy Pholiata.     

We finished the year as we started; more icy weather put paid to our last outdoor event, the 
Autumn Ramble, planned for the end of November.

2: The OFC 2010 Talks Programme

Reports on Field Club Talks are published in the Orcadian and also on the Club’s website and 
so we have just described briefly what went on in 2010:

Feb 19th.    Exploring  the  Arctic  under  Sail.    In  an  illustrated  account  Penny Martin 
described two amazing sailing trips:

1. Tromso to Longyearbyen and Spitsbergen via the bird colonies and weather station on 
Bjornaya and visiting Hornsund looking at Glaciersand ice-fields and tracking polar 
bears.

2. Longyearbyen to East Greenland exploring the scenery, icebergs, flora and fauna of the 
fjords and the Northeast Greenland National Park.

March  19th.   Ask  the  Panel.   A  question  and  answer  session  to  which  people  brought 
questions and specimens relating to wildlife for examination by a panel of “experts”.    
April 16th.   Spring Visit to Portugal.  In a superbly illustrated talk Sydney Gauld described 
some of the wildflowers and other wildlife of Portugal.
Sept 17th.  Plants at the Margin.  In an absorbing talk Prof Bob Crawford explained how 
plants manage to survive in marginal conditions.
Oct 4th.   Fungi – Fact or Fiction.  Fungi expert, Liz Holden explained the biology of fungi, 
how they function, the diversity of species and diversity of appearance (joint event with the 
Scapa Flow Landscape Partnership Scheme and the Orkney Biodiversity Record Centre).
Oct 15th.  A Naturalist Down under.  In an expertly illustrated account Chris Booth told us of 
the fascinating diversity of wildlife he encountered in his travels around Australia.
Nov 19th.  The Biodiversity of Orkney Fishes.  Prof Jon Side gave us a very thorough update 
on Orkney’s populations of marine and freshwater fishes revealing some worrying trends in 
key  marine  species.   Of  particular  relevance  to  recent  declines  in  seabird  numbers  Jon 
explained how changes in sea temperatures were affecting zooplankton populations and hence 
sand-eel stocks around our coasts.   

3: The OFC and RSPB Durkadale Native Tree Plantations

OFC  continues  to  manage  its  native  tree  plantation  in  Durkadale  and  to  assist  with  the 
management of the adjacent RSPB plantation.
The weather  was kind to us when members  met  for the  Durkadale Picnic  on 11th April. 
Much useful  work  was  done,  repairing  the  fencing  at  the  OFC native  tree  plantation  and 
planting native willow cuttings and clearing vegetation from around the young trees at  the 
RSPB site.
Outstanding work is the cutting back of the Lodgepole Pines where they are interfering with 
the growth of the native trees.
Members will meet on Sunday 10th April for the 2011 Durkadale Picnic.



Treasurer’s Report                                                                                                  Dennis Paice  

Income
Subscriptions were up on 2009 (£136), a false figure actually as a member’s bank has been 
paying his subscription monthly (overpaid by £66; this sum to be repaid).
Most income amounts were down on 2009:  Club Nights (£60), Bank Interest (£147), Gift Aid 
(£21) other (£325).

To help with funds we sold quite a number of the 2010 Bulletin (£131)

Total Income £1779.73

Expenditure
“Subscriptions to other organisations” was the only expenditure item the same as in 2009.
All other expenditure was down:  Advertising (£9), Room Hire (£105), Insurance (£10), 
Newsletter & Bulletin (£357) and other (£234)
Total Expenditure    £1589.34
Giving us a Surplus of £190.39 

                                                         
                                                           Orkney Field Club
                                                                     Statement of Accounts
INCOME        2010 2009 EXPENDITURE       2010 2009

Subscriptions   1154.00     1018.00 Advertising    263.28 272.66
Club Night    290.90        350.18 Room Hire    230.00 335.00
Bank Interest      11.58           157.84 Insurance    110.00 120.00
Gift Aid     112.25          133.98 Subscriptions     52.50  52.50
Bulletin sales     131.00 Bulletin & Newsletter      790.91         1147.41
Other      80.00      405.88 Other     142.65  377.16

Total Income   1779.73 Total Expenditure 1589.34

Surplus 190.3
9

                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                   

Cash in hand at 31st December 2009 £10,042.16 Premier Account        £7,535.82 
Income over Expenditure 31st December 2010 £190.39 Treasurer’s Account   £2,696.73

£10,232.55 £10,232.55

                    

                   
                        


